[E] The blessing of the priests [Num. 6:24-26], the story of David [2 Sam. 
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11:2ff.] and of Amnon [2 Sam. 13:1ff.], are not read and not 
translated. 


It is written, “What wise men have told and their fathers have not 
hidden” (Job 15:18). 


What reward did they receive for this? 


“To whom alone the land was given, and no stranger passed among 
them” (Job 15:19). 


What is the second tale of the calf? 


R. Simon in the name of R. Joshua b. Levi: “It derives from the reply 
which Moses gave to Aaron [Ex. 32:21] to, ‘for Aaron had let them 
break loose to their shame among their enemies” (Ex. 32:25). 


Hananiah bar Shelamiah in the name of Rab: “It is from the answer 
that Aaron gave to Moses, up to, ‘for Aaron had let them break loose, 
to their shame among their enemies” (Ex. 32:25). 


R. Aha in the name of R. Ba, “And the Lord sent a plague upon the 
people because they made the calf which Aaron made” (Ex. 32:35) [cf. 
T. Meg. 3:36]. 


R. Mar Uqban in the name of rabbis over there: “The disgrace of an 
individual, stated in public, is not the same as the disgrace of the 
community, stated in public [and the latter verse, assigning the calf to 
the manufacture of the community, not only to Aaron, is greater 
disgrace].” 


[As to M. 4:1 IE, The blessing of the priest:] Now this accords with 
what R. Helbo said in the name of Rab Hunah: “The priestly blessings 
are read but not translated.” 


[B] R. Ba bar Kohen asked before R. Yosé, “What is the scriptural 
basis for this view?” 


[C] He said to him, “‘Thus shall you bless’ (Num. 6:23), [meaning, 
these very words] have been given over for a blessing, and are not 
to be translated.” 


4:12 


[A] They do not use as the prophetic lection the selection of the chariot 


[Ezek. 1:1ff.]. 


[B] R. Judah permits. 


